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THE OTTAWA BAT SCENE

There are two foci of bat study activity in
Ottawa, one at the Department of Mammalogy of
the National Museum of Natural Sciences (Dr.
C.G. van Zyll de Jong, Curator of Mammalogy,
National Museum of Natural Sciences, Ottawa,
Canada K1A OM8), the other in the Department
of Biology at Carleton University (Dr. M.B. Fen-
ton, Department of Biology, Carleton University,
Ottawa, Canada K1S 5B6). In the last several
months both foci have been productive in terms of
contributions to the literature and in both loca-
tions research is ongoing.

The National Museums of Canada has just
published (1985) A Handbook of Canadian Mam-
mals: 2, Bats by C.G. van Zyll de Jong, and this
compilation of information about the species of
bats which occur in Canada, including keys for
their identification, is available for $19.95 Cana-
dian (in Canada). The U.S. Agent for the NMNS
publications is the University of Chicago Press.
Late in 1984 Stan van Zyll published a paper in the
Canadian Journal of Zoology (van Zyll de Jong,
C.G. 1984. Taxonomic relationships of Nearctic
small-footed bats of the Myotis leibii group
(Chiroptera: Vespertilionidae). Can. J. Zool., 62:
2519-2526) which concludes that the western M.
ciliolabrum be treated as a species separate from
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the eastern M. feibii. This nomenclature is follow-
ed in the handbook of Canadian bats.

At Carleton, Brock Fenton and several students
are active in various projects related to the ecology
and behavior of bats. Mark Brigham is about to
start a Ph.D. investigation of foraging areas and
strategies in some insectivorous bats and common
nighthawks in the Okanagan Valley of British Col-
umbia. The bats he selects will be those large
enough to carry the radio transmitter package he
used in his M.Sc. work on roosting of Eptesicus
Juscus. Virginia Wai-Ping is preparing to continue
her M.Sc. studies of mate selection by female
Mpyotis lucifugus. She is planning to see if dif-
ferent size classes of males in the mating popula-
tion is related by choice to females. Mike
Stoneman has shifted the emphasis of his M.Sc.
project from sensory ecology to an investigation
of the effects that the clicks of arctiid moths have
on the behaviour of insectivorous bats. He plans
to compare the reactions in species which rely on
echolocation to locate prey, versus those which
use other cues. Jonathan Balecombe plans to fur-
ther explore the communicative rile of echoloca-
tion calls for his M.Sc. and will conduct field work
this summer in the Okanagan Valley of British
Columbia. Doris Audet will use temperature-
sensitive transmitters to examine the influence of
temperature on roost selection by E. fuscus as her
project this summer. She will use experimental ex-
clusion to see of evicted bats are forced to move to
roosts with temperature regimes that are different
from the preferred roosts. Brian Hickey is com-
pleting a study of hairs specialized for scent
dispersal in bats (osmetrichia), work he has been
doing for an honours research project. Janis Klein
is finishing a similar project on the ability of Ar-
tibeus jamaicensis and Epomophorus wahlbergi to
carry fruit from one site to another.

A postdoctoral fellow, Hugh Aldridge, has just
joined the laboratory and plans to continue his
work on the influence of wing morphology on
flight maneouvreability and foraging behaviour.
He is now planning to take his photographic
system to the Okaganan to exploit the rich (by
Canadian standards) bat fauna there this summer.
Hugh just finished his Ph.D. at the University of
Bristol. Brock Fenton continues to be interested in
bat ecology and behaviour and is currently plann-
ing field work in Africa later this year with a view
to collecting data about foraging areas of three
species of insectivorous bats. With those data he
expects to examine foraging strategies and prey
selection. The study will rely on radio-taking to
determine use of space, foraging strategy and prey
selection. Gary Bell, currently a postdoctoral
fellow in George Bartholomew’s laboratory at
UCLA hopes to come along on this trip and use
doubly labeled water to consider the energetic im-



