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Education: 
 
1955 - 1957 Manchester College   B.S.      (Zoology) 
1957 - 1959 University of Wisconsin-Madison M.S.      (Zoology) 
1959 - 1962 University of Wisconsin-Madison Ph.D.      (Zoology) 
 

Honorary Degrees:  Manchester College [D.Sc., 1979]; Rutgers University [D.Sc., 1985); 
Plymouth State University, NH [D.Sc. 1989]; Miami University [D.Sc. 1990]; Union College 
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Marist College [D.Sc., 1993]; Wageningen Agricultural University, The Netherlands [D.Sc., 
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Professional Positions: 
 
July 1982 - June 1983 Chairman, Section of Ecology and Systematics, Cornell University 
Jan. 1983 - Sept. 1983 Charles A. Alexander Professor of Biological Sciences, Section of 

Ecology and Systematics, Cornell University 
Sept. 1983 - present Adjunct Professor, Department of Ecology and Evolutionary 

Biology, Cornell University 
Sept. 1983 - Nov. 1993 Vice President, The New York Botanical Garden, The Bronx, New 

York 
Sept. 1983 - Nov. 1993 Director, Institute of Ecosystem Studies; and Director, Mary 

Flagler Cary Arboretum, Millbrook, New York 
Nov. 1993 - present Director and President, Institute of Ecosystem Studies 
April 2000 - present G. Evelyn Hutchinson Chair in Ecology, IES 
March 1984 - present Professor, Department of Biology and EEB, Yale University 
March 1985 - present Professor, Graduate Field of Ecology, Rutgers University 
Sept. 1985 - present Fellow, Timothy Dwight College, Yale University 
May 2003 - present Adjunct Professor, Department of Biological Sciences, University 

at Albany, State University of New York 
Nov. 2004 - present Distinguished Research Professor, Department of Ecology and 

Evolutionary Biology, University of Connecticut, Storrs 
 
Selected Professional Honors: 
 

• Guggenheim Fellowship; 1972-1973. 
• Election to American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 1979.  



• U.S. Forest Service 75th Anniversary Award, for significant contributions to forestry and 
conservation, U.S. Department of Agriculture; 1980.  

• Election to National Academy of Sciences, 1981. 
• First G.E. Hutchinson Award for Excellence in Research, presented by the American 

Society of Limnology and Oceanography; October 1982. 
• Regents Medal of Excellence, Bicentennial of Board of Regents and the University of the 

State of New York; October 1984. 
• First International ECI Prize in Limnetic Ecology, The Ecology Institute; April 1988. 
• Election to The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, 1988. 
• 1990 AIBS Distinguished Service Award, American Institute of Biological Sciences; 

August 1990. 
• 1993 Tyler Prize, The World Prize for Environmental Achievement; December 1993.  

(with F. H. Bormann) 
• 1994 Australia Prize for Science and Technology, The Parliament House, Canberra, 

Australia; April 1994. 
• Election to The Royal Danish Academy of Sciences and Letters, 1994. 
• Einar Naumann-Augustus Thienemann Medal, Societas Internationalis Limnologiae; 

August 1995. 
• Eminent Ecologist, Ecological Society of America; August 1995. 
• 1997 R.A. Vollenweider Award and Lectureship in Aquatic Sciences [granted annually to 

an eminent freshwater scientist for global contribution to advancement of aquatic 
sciences], National Water Research Institute and Canada Centre for Inland Waters; 
March 1998. 

• AIBS Lifetime Achievement Award, American Institute of Biological Sciences; March 
2000. 

• Election to Austrian Academy of Sciences; 2000. 
• Huxley Medal, Institute of Biology, London, UK; April 2001. 
• President, Societas Internationalis Limnologiae (SIL); 2001–2004; 2004–2007. 
• President, American Institute of Biological Sciences; 2002. 
• National Medal of Science, 2001; Awarded, June 2002. 
• Election as Lifetime Member, International Water Academy, Norway; 2003. 
• Blue Planet Prize, The Asahi Glass Foundation, Tokyo, Japan; 2003. 
• Miegunyah Fellowship, University of Melbourne, Australia; 2004. 
• Science Leadership Award, U.S. Forest Service 100th Anniversary, U.S. Department of 

Agriculture; 2005. 
 
Research Interests and Activities: 
 

• Dr. Likens' research interests are focused on long-term, multidisciplinary studies of 
forest, stream and lake ecosystems in the Hubbard Brook Experimental Forest in the 
White Mountains of New Hampshire.  To see more information about these and other 
research projects, visit:  http://www.ecostudies.org/people_sci_likens.html  
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