
Developing as a Teacher
Sept. 12, 2017

Holly K M Brown 
she/her/hers 

holly.k.brown@uconn.edu

Louise A Lewis 
she/her/hers 
louise.lewis@uconn.edu



Introductions	

Active	learning	techniques	

Practical	hints	

Enhancing	participation	&	inclusivity		

What	to	do	for	yourself	

Resources	at	UCONN	

Q&A



• Multiple	levels	of	
understanding.	

What we know about learning (Wood 2009).



Multiple	levels	of	understanding.		Active	learning	best.	

Multiple	ways	of	learning.	Each	student	responds	to	
different	forms	of	learning.	

Using	multiple	activities	in	an	hour	can	make	a	real	
difference.	

Self	evaluation	helps.
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California State University:  
http://www.calstatela.edu/dept/chem/chem2/Active/

Use	a	variety	of	methods.	
					Students	respond	poorly	to	lectures.	
					Average	attention	span	is	15’.

http://www.calstatela.edu/dept/chem/chem2/Active/


Connect	new	knowledge	to	old	(even	incorrect)		
					(E.g.,	re-do	clicker	questions)						

Collaborative	learning	



Put together pieces in unexpected ways.  
Which is faster, a swimming algal cell or a 747 when 

size scaled? [hint: It’s the cell!] 

Demos of foods made from algae. 

What’s wrong with this picture? 
Show an image that misrepresents something we know 

and ask students to point out & correct the 
misinformation.  

Flip presentation of laboratory exercises.  
Blind spot example

colorful algae gels made in 
class by students

demonstrate importance of 
ionic cross links in forming 

algal gels



“Wrappers”

Used after a quiz or exam to help students to 
process/reflect on graded work more deeply 

than just looking at the grade.

Evaluate what they did well and what needs 
improvement. 

Evaluate their level of preparation. 

Reflect on the nature of their errors to find 
recurring patterns that could be addressed.

Research	has	shown	that	having	students	
evaluate	themselves	is	very	important.

Self evaluation



example	wrapper



Practical hints 

• Be predictable and explicit about grading, expectations, etc.


• Help students understand how to interact with you. E.g., tell 

them how to address you via email and how quickly to expect a 

response. You are not expected to be available 24/7. 


• Get many opinions on how to teach. 


• How to manage the classroom environment.



Enhancing participation 

Inclusivity in the classroom. 


Be aware of reasons that people don’t participate, including 

“stereotype threat.”



What to do for yourself? 

• Teaching evaluations. They are yours and you can and 

should see them and keep track of them.


• Develop a teaching philosophy.



Resources at UConn

http://itl.uconn.edu/2015/10/01/active-learning-strategies-feb-2015/

http://cetl.uconn.edu/for-teaching-assistants/

http://itl.uconn.edu/2015/10/01/active-learning-strategies-feb-2015/

