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  Major Advisor: Dr. Kurt Schwenk 
  Dissertation Title: Biomechanics of Tongue Flicking in Snakes 
Education: 
 University of South Florida, M.S., Biology, December 2008 
  Advisor: Dr. Stephen Deban 

Thesis Title: The Role of Abiotic And Biotic Factors In Suspension 
Feeding Mechanics Of Xenopus Tadpoles 

 University of Maine, B.S., Marine Science with High Honors, May 2006 
  Advisor: Dr. Kevin Eckelbarger 
Honors: 
 University of Maine: 
  Magna cum laude 
  Graduated with High Honors 

Thesis Title: Friend or Foe: The biology and ecology of a zoanthid 
(Cnidaria: Anthozoa) associated with Paragorgia sp. at the New 
England Seamounts 

  Phi Beta Kappa Member 
Golden Key Society Member 

  National Collegiate Scholar Member 
 
Awards: 
 Presidential Scholar, University of Maine 2002-2006 ($40,000) 
 EEB Summer Research Fellowship, University of Connecticut, 2010 ($1,000) 
 EEB Summer Research Fellowship, University of Connecticut, 2011 ($500) 
 EEB Vertebrate Research Award, University of Connecticut, 2010 ($400) 
 EEB Vertebrate Research Award, University of Connecticut, 2011 ($300) 

 
Teaching: 

Graduate Teaching Assistant, University of Connecticut, 2009-present: 
Principles of Biology II Lab, Comparative Vertebrate Anatomy Lab and 
Guest Lecturer 

Graduate Teaching Assistant, University of South Florida, 2006-2008: 
Biology I Lab, Biology II Lab, General Physiology Lab and Lecture 
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 Journal Referee:  

Journal of Experimental Zoology Part A 
Journal of Morphology 
Journal of Comparative Psychology 

 Graduate Student Senator 
  2010-Present, University of Connecticut 
 EEB Graduate Student Association 
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1. Snakes, and what is a snake scientist? E. Granby High School, East Granby, CT. 
April 8, 2010 
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