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The Reproductive System: 
Origin of germ cells
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Ancestral-type reproductive systems
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Sperm from ruptured spermatheca
of a honey bee (Hymenoptera)

“Spermatodesm”  (sperm  
bundle) from a cicada  
Cicadidae: Hemiptera)
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Typical (specialized) female reproductive system
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Types of spermathecae

Primitive (Orthopteroid orders)

More specialized (enlarged)

An odd variant
some Coleoptera

some “higher” Diptera

Complex spermatheca in a robber fly (Diptera: Asilidae)


