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EEB 210
Spring 2008
Lecture #9:  Primate physiology and behavior
Primate and human behaviors:

Maternal/paternal behaviors

a. primates carry their infants with them almost continually---infant isolation

 experiments of Harry Harlow indicate importance of early “parenting”

b.  consequences of “isolation” in human infants

Social groupings in primates:

siamangs---family unit is adult male, adult female, and their offspring
 (monogamous)

gorillas---one adult male (silverback) with several adult females and their

 offspring---similar in Hamadryas baboons (polygamous)

chimpanzees---several adults of both sexes and their offspring---females

disperse from their natal troop to join other groups, but males generally remain in the natal group---Chimpanzee societies seem to be dominated mainly by coalitions among the males


bonobos---troops of bonobos also composed of adults of both sexes and their

offspring---as with chimpanzees, females disperse from their natal troop---bonobo societies seem to be female-centered, even though the females are smaller than the males, as is the case for other apes---it is unusual among social species for the sex that disperses to be the socially dominant sex

Juvenile play

Primate communication:

Vision an important sense for primates---much communication by gestures and

facial expressions


Olfaction---primate and human pheromones??


Auditory communication


Friendly and unfriendly behaviors

